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trary, he emphasizes the importance of the cultural elements
m an entirely new way ; for his argument is that all these
phases of knowledge should be emphasized and that every
individual should be permitted some attainment or acquisi-
tion in each. In place of an educational and social scheme
which gave to a limited few the education of a life of leisure
without any of the practically useful, and to others an edu-
cation of the most meager character in the dullest routine
of life, he demands such a readjustment as shall give to
every individual an education including some of all these
elements emphasized in the order mentioned.
Another criticism is found in the objection, raised from
the pedagogical point of view, that education is not a prepa-
ration for life, but that it is life. To a certain extent this
objection is a mere juggling with words. So far as valid, it
is that Spencer overestimated the value of knowledge as a
preparation. This is characteristic of the entire scientific
tendency. Yet this error is combined with a truer concep-
tion of the nature of knowledge than was the case in previous
educational theories where the same defect existed. On the
other hand, by way of justification, it must be recognized
that his position is but a reaction against the over-emphasis
on method given by the disciplinarians and, in a quite dif-
ferent way, by those representing the psychological tendency,
It will be recognized that, on this point, the scientific tend
e-icy is a more radic.il reaction against the disciplinary vieM
:>f education than was the psychological.
In answer to the second question, that is, how to develoj
tiie power to use the knowledge, Spencer is far less specific
and direct. His answer, which is a begging of the question, is
that the acquisition of the knowledge of most worth will give
the power to use it, otherwise there would be a violation of
the harmony and economy of nature. The juggling with the
term "nature" results in this obiter dictum, which is in curi-
ous contradiction to the process of reasoning recommended